




In a shocking incident, the temple elephant - Deivanai - at the famous Subramanian

Swamy temple in Tiruchendur trampled the mahout and his relative to death on Monday.

Following this, the temple was shut for devotees till 3.30 p.m. Only after the pujas

(parihara pujas) were performed, the shrine was open to the public at around 4 p.m.

It is said that when ‘Deivanai’ was in the fenced portion, the assistant mahout S

Udaykumar (45) of VOC Nagar here was on duty and in charge of the pachyderm. His

relative K Sisubalan (57) of Kanniyakumari was also present at the spot.

Tiruchendur temple elephant
‘Deivanai’ tramples mahout, his
relative, to death
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Suddenly, at around 4.30 a.m., the elephant had attacked Sisubalan. Shocked, when

Udaykumar attempted to rescue, he too suffered assaults. While Sisubalan died on the

spot, the assistant mahout was rushed to the Tiruchendur Government Hospital, where he

died after the treatment failed, doctors said.

As the news spread, the head mahout Radhakrishnan came to the spot and sprinkled

water on the pachyderm and it was sent back to the cage and chained as a precautionary

measure, temple staff said.

Senior officials from the Forest Department arrived and held inquiries with the staffs in

the temple. Doctors from the veterinary department and police officers were present. They

examined the CCTV footage and watched the elephant’s movements.

A few of the officials, who had visited the shrine and held inquiries told The Hindu that

the pachyderm may have overworked or suffered injuries during ceremonies. The pain

could have irritated or aggravated it and turned violent. We have to physically examine,

they added.

When asked about the presence of the assistant mahout’s relative, the officials said that

the police probe was inconclusive.

Tiruchendur temple is the second (rendaam padai) shrine among the Aarupadai veedu (of

Lord Murugan) which is famous and attracts large number of devotees from all over the

globe for its annual festivals.

The death of two people in the shrine by the temple elephant shocked the devotees.

Recounting their experience, some of the local devotees and shopkeepers in the vicinity

said that they would seek the blessings of ‘Deivanai’ before entering the shrine.

Further investigation was on.
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Tiruchendur: Deivanai elephant suffering from skin disease; Devotees banned from
distributing food directly

Published: 16 Mar 2023 3 PM Updated: 16 Mar 2023 3 PM
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V.Aravindkumar
2 Min Read

Tiruchendur Subramania Swamy temple elephant Deivanai has been diagnosed with skin disease and the
veterinarians have conducted a medical examination. Devotees were advised not to feed the elephant directly.
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Join Our Channel 0 Comments Share

Arulmigu Subramania Swamy Temple, Tiruchendur is one of the six Arupadai Veedu of Lord Muruga and is situated on the seashore.

There is a 25-year-old female elephant named 'Deivanai' in the temple. There is a hall near the Annadhana Mandapam where an elephant

is tied. Deivanai elephant used to go round the prakaras of the temple every morning and evening. Similarly, on important days and fasting

days, it is customary to go around the chariot streets.

Doctors examining Deivanai
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Doctors who examined Deivanai

Devotees offer fruits and greens to the elephant and seek its blessings while going around with the pagans and at the time of tying the

elephant in the hall. The Pagans divide the food that is put in the hall and give it to the elephant to eat. In this situation, Deivanai elephant

is currently suffering from skin disease. The trunk, legs, back and tail are covered with warts and fungi. Deivanai has been feeling tired for

the past few days.

In the presence of Arulmurugan, a team of medical experts comprising retired veterinary assistant director Dr Umakanthan, veterinarian

Kalaivanan from Madurai and veterinarian Vinod Kumar from Tiruchendur examined Deivanai and treated her. Samples of the infection

were collected at the site of skin infection and taken for clinical analysis.
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Skin infection in the leg

"Elephants generally eat only natural foods. It is possible that this elephant could have been infected by vegetables, fruits and food items

offered by devotees. In it, there is an allergy to spoiled food items. As a result, the elephant's eating habits become unnatural. Henceforth,

devotees should avoid offering fruits and other food items directly to the temple elephant. The skin infection will be cured in a month or

two," said veterinarians.

Arulmurugan, chairman of the temple board of trustees, said, "Devotees should not offer fruits and food items directly to Deivanai. The

elephant will be fed by elephant keepers. Separate boxes will be set up in front of the elephant shed.
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Consulting veterinarians

Devotees should put fruits, vegetables and greens in separate boxes that they want to feed the elephant. The Pagans would inspect the

condition of the food and give it to the elephant what was clean. Steps will be taken to put up signboards in the temple corridors and

elephant sheds for the attention of the devotees," he said.

The opinions of those who leave comments are their personal opinion and Vikatan is not responsible for this.
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Dangerous Incidents Involving Captive  

Elephants Used by Temples in Tamil Nadu  

 
The following incidents highlight the dangers of placing 
frustrated and upset wild animals in close contact with 
humans. 

 

1. Sep 2024: In a tragic incident, a 54 year old female 

elephant named Subbulakshmi at Shanmuganatha 

Peruman temple in Kundrakudi died from severe 

burn injuries she had sustained during a fire 

accident at the temple as reported by The Times of 

India.  
 

2. May 2020: In a shocking case, an elephant held at Tamil 

Nadu’s Thiruparankundram Subramaniya Swamy temple 

trampled a mahout to death. Behindwoods reported that the 

elephant – named Deivanai – had lashed out at her captors 

a few times previously, and a similar incident took place in 

March 2018. She was just 7 years old when she was 

brought to the temple from Assam. 

 

3. May 2018: DT Next reported an extremely disturbing 

incident in which Masini, an elephant at Samayapuram 

Mariamman temple, crushed and killed a mahout. At least 

eight devotees were injured in the incident. Shocked 

temple-goers fled for safety as Masini continued to trample 

on the body. 

 

4. April 2018: An elephant attacked and killed a 35-year-old 

woman who tried to touch the animal during worship at a 

temple festival in Tirunelveli, reported The Times of India. 

The incident took place late at night near the temple where 

the elephant was tied. 

 

5. March 2018: As reported by The Times of India, an 

elephant who was scheduled to participate in a temple 

festival trampled her mahout to death as he was beating 

her with a metal rod. The elephant, called Valli, tossed the 

mahout onto the ground with her trunk and trampled him. 

Valli was brought to Kanyakumari district from Kerala for 

the festival and was among other elephants who were 

made to take part in a grand procession. 

 

6. March 2018: Elephant Deivanai, held at 

Thiruparankundram Subramaniya Swamy temple, attacked  

 

 

 

 

 

mahouts Ganapathi Subramaniyam and 

Kanagasundaram in March and another mahout 

later in the year. The elephant, whose certificate of 

possession expired in 2017, had also been violent at 

least a few times prior, according to police sources 

cited by The Times of India. 

 

7. April 2017: Elephant Madhumathi trampled her 

mahout to death after being used at a temple festival 

near Marthandam in Kanyakumari district. The 

Times of India reported that the incident was 

triggered by the continuous transportation of the 

elephant to various temple festivals. Reportedly, the 

elephant was not fed properly and may also have 

attacked out of hunger. Madhumathi grabbed the 

mahout while he was riding on her back, threw him 

to the ground, and trampled him. 

 

8. December 2015: Vignesh, an elephant hired for a 

temple procession by the Ayyappa Temple 

committee in Tirupur panicked and ran amok after 

firecrackers were set off. The Deccan Chronicle 

reported that the elephant ran through the streets, 

posing a danger to humans and public property. The 

incident prompted the police commissioner to ban 

the use of elephants for temple festivals in the city. 

 

9. October 2012: Gomathi, an elephant kept at the Sri 

Mahalingaswamy temple in Thiruvidaimaruthur, 

crushed a devotee as the man worshipped. The 

Times of India reported that the elephant 

unexpectedly became aggressive, grasped the man 

with his trunk, and crushed him between his legs. 

He then threw the man against a wall. This incident 

sparked panic among other temple-goers. Gomathi 

is said to have previously attacked a few men who 

were under the influence of alcohol. 

 

10. October 1999: A 3-year-old child sustained severe 

neck injuries, including a damaged windpipe and 

food pipe, when she was attacked by an elephant 

while visiting Mariamman temple in Samayapuram 

with her parents. Sekar Reporter confirmed that she 

is unable to eat solid food or speak decades after the 

incident. 
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Proposed Mechanical Elephant 

 
 
 

 
 



PHOTOS OF MECHANICAL  ELEPHANT 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Irinjadappilly Raman donated to Irinjadappilly Sree Krishna Temple in Thrissur 
 

https://www.petaindia.com/features/kerala-temple-celebrated-nadayiruthal-of-lifelike-mechanical-replacement-elephant-gifted-by-peta-india/


PHOTOS OF MECHANICAL ELEPHANT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mahadevan donated to the Thrikkayil Mahadeva Temple in Kochi 

https://www.petaindia.com/blog/first-temple-in-kochi-celebrates-nadayiruthal-with-life-size-mechanical-elephant-mahadevan-gifted-by-actor-priyamani-and-peta-india/


PHOTOS OF MECHANICAL ELEPHANT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Shiva donated to the Suttur Math near Mysore in Karnataka. 

 

https://www.petaindia.com/blog/actors-aindrita-ray-and-diganth-manchale-join-peta-india-in-donating-a-life-size-mechanical-elephant-to-mysurus-sri-suttur-math/
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Baladhasan donated to Pournamikavu Temple in Thiruvananthapuram.  

 
 
 
 

https://www.petaindia.com/blog/adah-sharma-and-peta-india-gift-life-size-mechanical-elephant-baladhasan-to-thiruvananthapurams-pournamikavu-temple/
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 CONTACT 
 
 
 

Karnataka Minister  Shri  Ramalinga Reddy,  MLA Dr Ranganath,  Samyukta Hornad,  and 

Karnataka Mahi la  Congress  Pres ident Sowmya Reddy,  Support Firs t  Mechanical  Elephant 

in Nation Inaugurated at a  Muzrai Temple,  Yedeyur Sri  S iddalingeshwara Swamy Temple  
 

https://www.petaindia.com/blog/karnataka-minister-shri-ramalinga-reddy-mla-dr-ranganath-and-samyukta-hornad-support-first-mechanical-elephant-in-nation-inaugurated-at-a-government-temple-yedeyur-sri-siddalingeshwara-swamy-temple/
https://www.petaindia.com/blog/karnataka-minister-shri-ramalinga-reddy-mla-dr-ranganath-and-samyukta-hornad-support-first-mechanical-elephant-in-nation-inaugurated-at-a-government-temple-yedeyur-sri-siddalingeshwara-swamy-temple/
https://www.petaindia.com/blog/karnataka-minister-shri-ramalinga-reddy-mla-dr-ranganath-and-samyukta-hornad-support-first-mechanical-elephant-in-nation-inaugurated-at-a-government-temple-yedeyur-sri-siddalingeshwara-swamy-temple/
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ELEPHANT 
 
 

 
THANK YOU 
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